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1938 Brings Lowest Infant Death Rate 
Infant mortality, during the frst nine months of The following tables give the infant mortality rates j 
1938, achieved a new record in California. There by counties for the first nine months in 1937 and i 
were 3,248 infant deaths during that period, as com- 1938, as well as by race and rates: t 
pared with 3,741 infant deaths recorded during the oS : Is 
first nine months of 1937. The rate, based upon the _ INFANT MORTALITY—BY COUNTIES ‘ 
number of infant deaths per 1,000 live births, was _ January to September Inclusive 4 
42.8 for the nine months under consideration. ! Comity 1938 1937 4 
The infant mortality for white infants during this ec 3948 3741 : 
period was 36.5. For Mexican infants it was 78.7, 
as compared with 120.5 for the first nine months of ee 914 206 d 
1937. Mexican infant deaths dropped from 1,116 in 
1937 to 71 in 1938. Amador 
Among the counties in which conspicuous reduc- Butte --~----------------- 33 of i 
‘ions in the numbers of infant deaths occurred are: g 
i‘resno, Imperial, Kern, Kings, Los Angeles, Monterey, 30 
Riverside, San Bernardino, San Joaquin, San Mateo, 4 2 
Santa Clara, Santa Cruz, Stanislaus and Tulare. El Dorado ---------------- a 4 Z 
It must be remembered that the trend of the infant ee 3 9 i 
mortality rate depends upon the number. of live in 99 29 bs 
births, and with large numbers of births regis- 115 137 
‘ered, the infant mortality is naturally lower. Births, Inyo -_------------------- 3 i ( 
during this period, increased about 10 per cent in 
be To be sure, widespread and intensive activities in 14 11 
‘he prevention of infant deaths are carried on assidu- 1 038 1,163 
ously throughout the state. It is interesting to note Mar 9 
that the decreases in infant mortality rates are in 
many of those counties where activities in infant care a 16 18 r 
42 


| 


Weekly Bulletin, Caltfornia Department of Public Health, January 7, 1939 


County 1938 1937 | 
ix 6 
94 97 
9 18 
91 88 
16 
San Bernardino __________- 110 153 
San Diego _______-_ 115 116 
San Francisco _.__......._. 200 195 
San Luis Obispo___.____-_- 20 15 
20 
61 55 
17 122 
9 27 
16 13 
14 6 
17 
35 60 
Yuba ~------------------- 11 19 


MORTALITY—BY RACE AND RATE 


January to September Inclusive 


Race No. Rate No. Rate 
(8,248 42.8 3,741 53.6 
White _......... 2281 415 
40 115.3 56 174.4 
Chinese 19 48.3 
Japanese _______-_ 44 37.5 41 38.0 
771 1,116 120.5 
27 79.4 28 101.1 
4 29.6 14 90.0 


FEWER DEATHS 


During the first seven months of 1937, 49,401 deaths 
were registered, as compared with 44,575 during a 
similar period of this year. The decrease of 4,826 is 
9.8 per cent. Tuberculosis deaths increased 12.8 per 
cent during the first seven months of the year. Mater- 
nal deaths decreased 12.9 per cent during a similar 


period. Decreases are also noted in infant deaths. 


HIGHWAY EATING PLACES INSPECTED 


The Bureau of Sanitary Inspections conducted in- 
spections of eating places at service stations along the 
various highways, during November. The following 
routes were covered during the month: U. 8. High- 
way No. 40 through Placer County from the Sacra- 
mento County line to the Nevada County line near 
Soda Springs; State Highway No. 24 through Plumas 


- County from the Butte County line to Portola; State 


Highways Nos. 24 and 89 through Plumas County 
from the Feather River Junction to Greenville; State 


Highway No. 16 through Amador County from the 


Sacramento County line to Sutter Creek; Sir Francis 
Drake highway from Fairfax city limits to Olema, 
including San Geronimo, Forest Knolls, Lagunitas, 


Tocoloma. 


The total number of eating places and service sta- 
tions inspected and reinspected on various highways 
in California during the month of November is as 


follows: 
Hating places 1438 
Conditions satisfactory 
42 
Insanitary conditions 15 
Service stations 134 
Conditions satisfactory 87 
(36 


PUBLIC HEALTH NURSING PLACEMENTS 


A eroup of thirty-four public health nurses com- 
pleted the curriculum at the University of California 


in Berkeley, December 10th. To date, twenty-one 
of this number have been placed in public health 


nursing positions, ten of which are state positions. 


MORE BIRTHS REGISTERED 


During the first eight months of this year, 67,079 
births were registered, as against 61,321 for the first — 
eight months of 1937. This is a gain of 5,798 or 9.4 
per cent. | 


PUBLIC HEALTH NURSING EXAMINATION 


Seventy nurses wrote the examination for the 
Health Nursing Certificate on December 10. The 
results of the examination will soon be available. 


FEWER MARRIAGES 


Marriages decreased from 48,306 in the first nine 
months of 1937 to 45,967 during the first nine months 
of this year. The decrease of 2,339 is 4.8 per cent. 
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NEW VENEREAL DISEASE CLINICS STARTED 

New clinic centers for the treatment of venereal 
diseases were started during November in San Mateo 
County at Colma, Burlingame, and Redwood City. 
In Imperial County, clinics are being developed at 


El Centro and Brawley. A new clinic was opened in 


West Los Angeles and treatments started. Expan- 
sion of clinic activities is noted at Van Nuys and 


Venice. The Oakland municipal clinic is being re- 


modeled, and new clinics in Fresno, under the Fresno 


City Health Department will soon be opened. Clinic 


visited in October totaled 77,597. Totals of 45,398 


treatments for syphilis and 12,647 treatments for 


gonorrhea were given. New cases of syphilis to the 
number of 1,257 were recorded, and 799 new cases 
of gonorrhea were recorded during October, in clinics 
throughout state. 


WINERIES INSPECTED > 
As compared with 1937, a great improvement is 


noted in the quality of wines produced during the 


season just closed. Smaller quantities of substandard 


wine were encountered. A large amount of brandy 


has been produced during the past season, and the 
quality is much higher than heretofore. In the north- 
ern part of California, 220 wineries were inspected 


by the Bureau of Foods and Drugs during Novem- . 


ber, and more than 75,000 gallons of substandard 
wines were quarantined. All wineries were inspected 
from the standpoint of sanitation of premises, as well 
as the quality of the manufactured product. 


ACTIVITIES IN DENTAL HYGIENE 
The dentists of the staff of the Bureau of Child 
Hygiene visited eight counties of the state during 
November. One dental unit completed operative 
work in El, Dorado County and moved to Placer 


County. Another completed inspections in Siskiyou 


County. The third unit continued activities in Cala- 
veras County. Many interviews were held with school 


‘superintendents, representatives of service groups, 


and dentists. During November, oral examinations 
were given to 3,479 children, and temporary relief 
was given to 274. Addresses on dental hygiene were 


civen before more than 2,500 people, mostly school 
children. 


Health, beauty, vigor, riches, and all the other 
things called good, operate equally as evils to the 
Vicious and unjust, as s they do as benefits to the 
Just.—Plato. 
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FOOD SALVAGED 

The Bureau of Foods and Drugs, during November, 
supervised the salvaging of large quantities of food 
products. This was made necessary by a fire in a 
dried fruit plant, the sinking of a steamship in inland 
waters, and the overturning of a barge. More than 
fifty tons of assorted dried fruit from the damaged 
packing plant were quarantined to prevent any of 
the damaged material from reaching the market. 
More than fifty tons of dried fruit from the barge 


were condemned for hog feed. A portion of the 


cargo was slightly wet, and was salvaged by reprocess- 
ing and dehydration. The cargo of the sunken ship 
was unloaded under the supervision of the bureau. | 
A total of 4,000,000 pounds of foodstuffs was sorted. 
Quantities of tea, dried fruit, fresh apples, pears, 


and other products were partly — and the 
remainder was destroyed. — 


VENEREAL DISEASE LITERATURE 
DISTRIBUTED 


More than 25,000 pieces of literature, pertaining to 


the prevention of venereal diseases, were distributed 
during November by the Bureau of Venereal Diseases. 


Lectures to audiences totaling almost 1,000 were given 


before high schools, clubs, labor groups, and other 


organizations. Films pertaining to venereal diseases, 


were shown before schools, service clubs, women’s or- 
ganizations, nurses and other groups, to audiences | 
totaling almost 2,000. A physician was present at 
each showing to act as commentator. Films without 
commentators were shown to audiences totaling 1,300. 


VENEREAL DISEASE NURSING ACTIVITIES 


During November, public health nurses employed 
in the Bureau of Venereal Diseases made 427 visits to 
lapsed syphilis cases and 81 visits to syphilis contacts 
and sourees. They located 257 lapsed cases and inter- 
viewed large numbers of new patients. They visited 
106 lapsed gonorrhea cases and located 47. They 
visited 30 gonorrhea contacts and sources. | 


QUANTITIES OF DRUGS DISTRIBUTED 


More than 21,000 ampules of drugs for the treat- 
ment of syphilis were distributed by the Bureau of 
Venereal Diseases during November. Most of these 
were sent to health officers and to clinics. A rela- 
tively small amount was distributed to physicians for 
administration to patients unable to pay for such 
drugs. 
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MORBIDITY 


Complete Reports for Following Diseases for Week Ending 
December 31, 1938 


Chickenpox 


323 cases: Alameda County 3. Alameda 5, Hayward 1, Liver- 
more 2, Oakland 26, San Leandro 1, Chico 2, Contra Costa 
County 1, Martinez 3. El Centro 1, Kern County 3, Corcoran 1, 


Los Angeles County 12, Alhambra 11, Arcadia 2, Avalon 10,. 


Glendale 5, Long Beach 2. Los Angeles 30, Pasadena 12, Pomona 
2, Santa Monica 6, Whittier 1, South Gate 2, Monterey Park 1, 
Madera County : Merced 1, Monterey County 1, Salinas Y 
Orange County 5, Anaheim 5, Fullerton 1, Newport Beach 4, 
Santa Ana 5, La Habra 6, Beaumont 4, Sacramento 5, San 
Bernardino County 2, Ontario 5, San Bernardino 1, San Diego 
County 1, Chula Vista 8, San Diego 32, San Francisco 38, San 
Joaquin County Lodi 1, Stockton 6, Paso Robles 3, San 
Mateo County 4 "Wiaitahthe 4, San Mateo 2, Santa Barbara 
County 12, Santa Barbara 4, Santa Clara County 2, Gilroy 1, 
Mountain ‘View 1, Palo Alto 2, San Jose 3, Vacaville 1, Peta- 
luma 1, Tehama County 1, Red Bluff 1. 


Diphtheria 


39 cases: Oakland 1, San Leandro 1, Darsite 3, Kern County 1, 
Los Angeles County 1, Los Angeles 15, Pomona 5, Santa Mon- 
ica 1, South Gate 8, Monterey County € Sacramento 1, National 
City 5 i San Francisco 4, Red Bluff 1. 


German Measles 
17 cases: Alameda 1, Berkeley 2, Pittebure 1, Los Angeles 


County 1, Compton 1, Los Angeles "9, Monrovia 1, Pasadena 1, 


Bell 1, Sacramento 1, San Francisco 4, San Mateo County 1. 


‘Influenza 


27 cases: Oakland 1, Fresno County 4, Los Angeles County 4, 
Long Beach 2, Los Angeles 8, Santa Monica 1, Ross 1, Fuller- 
ton 3, Santa Ana 1, San Francisco 2. 

Malaria | 

One case: California.* 


Measles 


970 cases: Wiknsete County 1, Alameda 29, Berkeley 7, Hay- 
ward 1, Oakland 136, San Leandro 1, Contra Costa County 5, 


_Martinez 1, Pittsburg 2, Richmond 1, Placerville 1, Arcadia 1, 


Burbank 1, La Verne 1, Long Beach 2, Los Angeles 17, Pasa- 
dena 2, San Fernando 1, Marin County 1, Sager: 1, San Rafael 1, 
Sausalito 8, Los. Banos 1, Mono County 1 
Riverside 10, Palm Springs 1, San Bernardino County 1, Red- 
lands 2, San Bernardino 4, San Diego County 1, San Diego 19, 
San Francisco 506, San Joaquin County 2, Stockton 21, San 
Mateo County 11, Burlingame 3, Daly City 6, San Bruno lI, 
San Mateo 5, South San Francisco 1, Santa Barbara County 7, 
Santa Clara County 6, Mountain View 1, Palo Alto 66, San 
Jose 38, Santa Clara 2, Redding 1, Siskiyou County 1, Vallejo 1, 
Tehama mst 7, Red Bluff 8, Tulare County 2, Davis 1, 
inters 1. | | 


Mumps 


383 cases: Alameda County 9, Alameda 3, Albany 24, Berkeley 
66, Hayward 1, Oakland 50, San Leandro 5, El Cerrito 22, Mar- 
tinez 2. Pittsburg 1, El Dorado County aq Fresno County 2, 
Glenn County 1, Los Angeles County 6, Arcadia 1, Long Beach 
1, Los Angeles 24, Monrovia 1, Pasadena 5, Santa Monica l, 
Sierra Madre 4, Madera County 2, Los Banos 7, Merced 21, 
Pacific Grove 1, Napa County 1, Riverside 18, Sacramento 10, 
San Bernardino County 1, San Diego County 6, San Diego 14, 
San Francisco 13, San Joaquin County 2, Stockton 17, San 
Mateo 1, Santa Barbara County 2, Santa Barbara 10, Palo 
Alto 1, San Jose 5, Solano County 3, Vallejo 5, Tulare County 3, 
Exeter 9, Woodland 1. 


Pneumonia (Lobar) 


98 cases: Berkeley 2, Oakland 2, Colusa 1, Contra Costa 
County 1, Richmond 1, Bakersfield 1, Los Angeles County 10, 
Alhambra 1, Arcadia 1. Compton 1, Glendale 1, Glendora 1, 
Huntington Park 1, La Verne 7 Long Beach 1, Los Angeles 34, 
Pasadena 1, Pomona 1, Santa Monica s Torrance 1, Monterey 
Park 1, Gardena 1, Monterey County 1, Orange County 2, 
Brea 3, Santa Ana 2, Riverside 2, Sacramento County 1, Sacra- 
mento 1, North Sacramento 1, San Bernardino 1, San Diego 1, 
San Francisco 12, Santa Barbara County 1, Solano County 1, 
Sonoma County 2, Petaluma 1. 


Scarlet Fever 


146 cases: Alameda 2, mene 1, Oakland 3, Chico 6, Contra 
Costa County 1, Placerville 2, Eureka 2, Kern County 4, ‘Bakers- 
field 1, Los Angeles County 17, Alhambra 1, Huntington Park 2, 


La Verne 1, Los Angeles 45. Montebello 1, Pasadena 3, Pomona 


2, Santa Monica 2, Sierra Madre 3, South Pasadena 1, Madera Il, 
Mariposa County 1, Orange County 2, Orange 2, Hemet l, 
Isleton 1, San Bernardino County 2, Chula Vista 1, San Diego l, 


* Cases charged to ‘“‘California’’ represent patients ill before 
entering the state or those who contracted their illness travel- 
ing about the state throughout the incubation period of the 
disease. These cases are not chargeable to any one locality. 


, Orange County 1, 


San Francisco 12, Stockton 1, Santa reno 2, ‘Santa Clara 
County 2, Santa Cruz County 1, Santa Cruz 1, Solano County 1, 
Sutter County 4, Yuba City 1, Tehama County 1, Red Bluft 3, 
Tulare County 3, Yolo: County 1, — 1. 
Smallpox | 


8 cases: Long Beach 5, Sacramento 2, San Bernardino 1. 


Typhoid Fever 
No cases reported. 


Whooping Cough 


72 cases: Oakland 2, El Cerrito 1, Fresno County 1, Kern 
County 3, Los Angeles County 2, ‘Huntington Park 1, Los 
Angeles 11, South Gate 1, Bell 2, San Rafael 1, Mono County 2, 
Monterey County s a Orange County 1, Riverside 1, San D Diego 


County 2, San Diego 6, San Francisco 27, Lompoc 1, Santa 
Barbara 5, Yuba County a: : 


Meningitis (Epidemic) 
2 cases: Los Angeles 1, San Sievisiiins i, 


Dysentery (Amoebic) 
2 cases: Hayward 1, El Cerrito 1. 


Dysentery (Bacillary) 


10 cases: Los Angeles County 2, Los Angeles 1, Sacramento 
County 2, Paso Robles 1, Sonoma Count y 4. 


Ophthalmia Neonatorum 
One case: Los Angeles. 


Pellagra 
3 cases: Los Angeles County 1, Los 1. 


Tetanus | 
One case: Monterey County. 


Trachoma 
2 cases: Berkeley 1, San Jacinto 1. 


Encephalitis (Epidemic) 
One case: Redlands. 


Typhus Fever 
One case: Los Angeles, 


Food Poisoning 
5. cases: Orange County. 


Undulant Fever 
One case: San Luis Obispo. 


Tularemia 
One case: Blythe. 


Rabies (Animal) 


14 cases: Kern County 1, Bakersfield 2, Los Angeles County 1, 


Azusa 2, Burbank 1, Los Angeles 3, La Mesa 1, National City oY 
San Diego x 


We are beginning to recognize that amusement 
* * * is a commodity as essential to the physical 
and mental health and well-being of the human ani- 
mal as lumber, wheat, oil, steel, or textiles —Milton 


There is still an immense amount to be learned 
about health, but if what is at’ present’ known to a 
few were part of the general knowledge, the average 
expectation of life could probably be increased by 
about ten years —J. B. 8. Haldane. 
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